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Night-flying moths 


Swallow-tailed moth 
Where Common throughout the 
UK, except in northern Scotland 


Leopard moth where it is less often seen 

Where Across southern Habitat Nocturnal, but adults can 
England and south Wales be found in woodland rides, 
Habitat Near woodland, clearings, bogs and gardens, 
gardens and orchards, particularly near ivy 

where their caterpillars feed When July 


on the wood of deciduous 
trees. Although they are 
nocturnal, they can 
sometimes be spotted 
resting during the day 
When June-August 


Privet Hawk-moth 

Where Southern parts of Britain 

Habitat Woodland and suburban environments. This is the biggest resident 
hawk-moth of Britain; it looks plain from afar, but try to spot its pink and black 
striped body as it flies into light at night 

When June-July 


Peach Blossom 

Where Across Britain, except 
the far north 

Habitat Predominantly in 
woodland and scrub but often 
spotted in urban areas and 
gardens. Adults fly at night in 
June and July, when they can 
be tempted to bright light by 
a sugar mixture 

When May-July 


Puss moth 
Where Common 


across Britain 


Habitat Woods, 
parks and gardens, 
often near willow 
or poplar trees 
When May-July 


Brimstone moth 

Where Throughout Britain 
Habitat Adults can be found in 
hedgerows and gardens, near 
hawthorn and blackthorn trees, 
but will normally be seen by 
light at night 

When April-October 


Day-flying moths 


Wood Tiger 

Where Across Britain and 
lreland. Well distributed 
in Scotland but rare in 
south-east England 
Habitat A number of 
habitats such as calcareous 
downland and hills, 
heathland, and woodland 
with lots of heather. Spot 
adults near bell heather, 
common rock-rose and 
ribwort plantain 

When May-July 


Hummingbird Hawk-moth 


Where Across Britain, but most 


frequently spotted in coastal 


counties in the southern half of 


Britain and Ireland 
Habitat Recorded regularly in 


gardens, but can occur anywhere. 
Often seen hovering near garden 


buddleia and red valerian and 
drinking their nectar 
When April-September 


Beautiful Yellow 

Underwing 

Where Britain and Ireland, 

except Shetland 

Habitat Often spotted 

flying low over heather or Dark Bordered 
bell heather and feeding on Beauty 

the shoots. Live on heath Where Rare and 
and moorland; in periods of localised in Yorkshire, 
dull weather, they can be Moray and 

seen resting in heather Aberdeenshire 
When April-August Habitat Damp, open 


woodland or heathland, 
often near groupings of 
tall trees. Main food 
sources are creeping 
willow in Yorkshire and 
aspen in Scotland 
When July-August 


Cinnabar 

Where Common across Britain and Ireland 
Habitat Prefer open, well-drained, rabbit- 
grazed grassland near plenty of common 
ragwort, groundsels and ragworts 

When May-August 


Emperor moth 
Where Britain and Ireland 


True Lover's Knot Habitat Found in a number 


of habitats, from moorland 
and heathland to field 
edges, hedges and fens. 
Feed on moorland plants 
such as heather, bramble, 
blackthorn and birch 
When April-May 


Where Across Britain 

and Ireland 

Habitat Associated with 
moorland or heathland, Feed 
on heather, bell heather or 
cross-leaved heather, but can 
also be spotted feeding on 
flowers in bright sunshine 
When June-August 


Silver Y 

Where Common across 
Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Can appear almost 
anywhere, but are often seen 
drinking nectar from flowers 
during the day, and can easily 
be disturbed from vegetation. 
Their number fluctuates from 
year to year, but some years 
they can frequently be 
spotted feeding in gardens 
When All year round, 
especially August and 
September 


Muslin moth (female) 
Where Common throughout 


England, Wales and the Channel 


Islands, but less common in 
Scotland and Ireland 

Habitat Open environments 
including gardens, woodland, 


sand dunes and hedges. Females 


are active by day and can 
often be seen flying over low 


vegetation; males are nocturnal. 


In Britain the male is brown and 


much harder to spot; in Ireland it 


is creamy white 
When May-June 


Tee 8 er er rt 


Burnet Companion 
Where Prevalent in southern 
Britain; restricted in Wales, 
the north of England, 
Scotland and Ireland 
Habitat Lives in damp 
grassland, meadows or 
clearings full of flowers like 
white and red clover, lucerne 
or common bird's-foot trefoil 
When May-July 


Death’s-head Hawk-moth 
Where Across Britain, but more 
common in the south-east of England 
Habitat Their larvae feed solely on 
potato plants, so they are most 
frequently spotted on farmland. Can 
sometimes be found invading bees’ 
nests, making loud predatory squeaks 
When May-September 


Clouded Buff 

Where Across Britain, but 
restricted to small patches in 
southern England, East Anglia, 
the Midlands, north-west 
England and western Scotland 
Habitat Prefer breeding on 
heathland and moorland, 
where their larvae can feed, 
but can also be found on 
calcareous grassland or in 
open woodland clearings 
When June-August 


Latticed Heath 

Where Distributed across 
England, southern Scotland 
including small Hebridean 
islands, western parts of 
Wales and Ireland 

Habitat Anywhere near 
lucerne crops; they like open 
ground, from woodland and 
grassland to fens and 
gardens. They are easily . 
disturbed from vegetation 
but are normally seen flying 
in bright sunshine, although 
they also fly after dark 
When May-September 
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Scarlet Tiger 

Where Southern Britain 
and south Wales 

Habitat Spotted in damp 
meadows and marshland, 
and often found near 
nettle patches or comfrey 
When June-July 


Green Carpet 

Where Across Britain and 
Ireland; extends up into the 
Hebrides and Orkney. Also 
spotted on the Channel 
Islands and the Isle of Man 
Habitat Number of habitats 
including chalky grassland, 
open woodland, heathland, 
gardens and hedges. Easily 
disturbed during the day, but 
most often seen flying just 
before dusk 

When May-September 


Vapourer 
Where Across 
mainland Britain and Ireland; has 

also been spotted on the Isle of Man 
and Orkney 

Habitat Their larvae feed on a number 
of broad-leaved trees, so adults are 
mainly found in parks, gardens, open 
woodland and scrubby areas 

When July-October 
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Oak Eggar/Northern Eggar 
Where Oak Eggars found in 
southern England, the south 
Midlands and the Cheshire and 
Lancashire coasts; Northern Eqgars 
found in the north of England, 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland 
Habitat Scrubby environments, 
especially moorland and heathland, 
but can be spotted in wood edges, 
near sand dunes and near sea cliffs 
When July-August 


Kentish Glory 

Where Central and 
eastern Highlands of 
Scotland, including 
Inverness-shire, 
Aberdeenshire, 
Morayshire and Perthshire 
Habitat Open birch 
woodland and moorland: 
found near birch scrub 
When April-May 


Jersey Tiger 
Where Southern 
England, mainly 
Devon, Exeter and 
Dartmoor along to 
east Dorset, and 
common in the 
Channel Islands 
Habitat Variety of 
habitats, from gardens 
and hedges to coastal 
cliff regions and 
wasteland 

When July-September 


Elephant Hawk-moth 
Where Common across 
Britain; more common 
recently in the south and 
west of Scotland - 

Habitat Found in gardens, 
woodland clearings or 
wasteland. Most likely to 
be seen drinking nectar 
from honeysuckle, or 

near the larvae foodsource 
of rosebay willowherb 

or bedstraw 

When May-July 


Night-flying moths 


Blood-vein 


Where Common in 

southern England and Wales 
Habitat They can be found in 
gardens, fields and waste ground, 
near dock leaves 

When May-September 


Angle Shades 

Where Common 
throughout Britain 
Habitat They can be found 
resting on walls and fences 
in the daytime and are also 
seen in parks, gardens and 
hedgerows, near dock, 
nettle, chickweed, 
bramble, chrysanthemum 
and geranium plants 
When May-October 


Buff-tip 

Where Across Britain 

Habitat Live in woodland, parks 
and gardens near deciduous 
trees. Often flutter to lights 
after midnight 

When May-July 


Lime Hawk-moth 

Where More common in southern 
Chinese Character Britain, but sometimes spotted up 
Where Common in England, to north Yorkshire and beyond 
Wales, Ireland and southern Habitat Woodland or suburban 
Scotland areas, where they flutter around 
Habitat Live in gardens and lights at night. Cannot be seen 
woodland, where they disguise drinking nectar by day because 
themselves as bird droppings they don't feed: they get all their 
while at rest. Adults especially sustenance as caterpillars and spend 
attracted to light in August their adult life searching for a mate 
When April-June and August When May-June 


Green Silver-lines 

Where Across England Peppered moth Goat moth 

and Wales Where Across the UK Where Widespread in 
Habitat Surprisingly Habitat Found in woods, southern England, more 
common in woodland, and towns and gardens, scarce in the north 

can often be tempted by particularly by lime, birch Habitat Mainly damp 
nightlight. One of the few and hawthorn trees and woodland, especially 
green moths in the UK rose bushes willow trees 

When June-July When May-August When June-July 
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Poplar Hawk-moth 
Where Common in 

most of Britain 

Habitat Adult moths do 
not feed on flowers, but 
can be seen in gardens 
and woods, particularly 
near willow, aspen and 
poplar trees. They can be 
found resting on walls 
during the day, although 
they are nocturnal 
When May-July 


Large Yellow Underwing 
Where Abundant throughout Britain 
Habitat Sleep in grass during the day 
and can be found in woodland, 
parks, hedgerows and gardens, near 
low-growing vegetation. They are 
mainly seen near bright lights, but 
can sometimes be seen by day 
feeding on nectar from flowers 
When June-September 
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Garden Tiger 
Where Found throughout Britain, but in decline 
Habitat They are nocturnal, but can often be seen 
by day. Adult moths are found in parks, grassland, 
meadows and scrubby areas, near dock leaves, 
dandelions, nettles and bramble 
When July-August 


White Ermine 

Where Common through 
most of Britain 

Habitat Often fly to lighted 
windows but can also be 
found near garden plants 
such as bindweeds, nettles 
and dandelions 

When May-July 


Magpie moth 


Where Common in most of 
Britain, less so in Scotland 
Habitat In the garden, sipping 
on nectar or flying around 
blackthorn, currant and 
gooseberry bushes. Also seen 
in parks, meadows and 
scrubby areas 

When July-August 


Eyed Hawk-moth 

Where Mostly in the southern half of the UK 

Habitat Adults found in suburban gardens and woodland, 
particularly by apple, willow and aspen trees 

When May-July 


Illustrations: Sandra Pond and Robin Carter of The Art Agency 


Don't be down on moths: they're gorgeous 
creatures, and of the 2,500-odd species found 
in Britain, only three will eat your clothes. This 
massive list of species includes 900 kinds of 
‘large’ moth — from which we have selected 40 
of the most beautiful and widespread for you to 
seek out and enjoy, day and night... 


arks and common-land 

areas of Britain can 

support hundreds 

of species of moth 
(especially in southern parts, where 
average temperatures are higher). 
Day-flyers hang out in similar spots 
to butterflies, so look out for them 
in flowery meadows and sunny 
woodland glades. Look carefully, 
though: moths are so colourful 
that they are often mistaken for 
butterflies (but did you know that 
only moths have a hook that links 
their hindwing to their forewing?) 

A great way to see day-flying 
moths is to walk through long grass 
— they often rest near the ground, 
but will fly up if disturbed. 
Tracking down night-flying 

moths can require slightly more 
cunning. Leave your outside lights 
on, then check the walls or fences 
bathed in light during the first two 
hours of darkness and again in the 
morning. You could also try leaving 
your curtains open and lights on to 
see what lands on your window. 
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_. Asurefire way to attract moths 
is to hang a white sheet in your 
garden and leave a strong torch 
shining on it. Or make the following 
fizzy drink concoction and paint it 
at eye-level on tree trunks or fence 
posts at dusk ... Heat up a fizzy soft- 
drink for five minutes, stir in some 
black treacle and a kilo of brown 
sugar until it dissolves (tasty!), then 
leave the solution to cool. Adding 
a drop of rum before you paint the 
walls makes it particularly effective! 
Then check all the painted surfaces 
by torchlight as it grows dark. 

An altogether less sickly way to 
spot night-flyers is to check flowers 
that carry a night scent for these 
lovely creatures. Ivy blossom, 
honeysuckle and tobacco flower are 
particularly fruitful. To help the 
plight of your garden moths, look 
out for the “Garden Moths Count” 
campaign, starting on June 21. See 
Mothscount.org for more details. 


Tomorrow Get your free fold-out 
guide to British creepy-crawlies 


